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as an unruffled, self-confident young woman who remains
smilingly above the fray in all her family’s toxic, internal
struggles with each other.
The most layered performance of all is given by Cindy Katz,
who plays the financially successful but extremely unbalanced
AUNT who bursts in near the end and tries to insert herself back
into a family that she has long ago left behind, and that she has
felt abandoned by. Leigh is finally on familiar emotional territory, and the dialogue finally becomes blistering and lacerating in
a way that all the back and forth about religion and politics never
manageS to be. Even the son is finally able to express how he
feels about being ostracized by the rest of the family, and his tone
ultimately softens. At the end, his yarmulke is gone.

Leigh was quoted last week in this newspaper saying that
he finds all religion, including Judaism, to be “ridiculous.”
His new play is a good example of what happens when a
playwright writes about something that does not mean anything to him. But while Leigh has nothing of value to say
about Judaism or Israel, he has much to say about the workings of the human heart, and this is what makes him one of
the great playwrights and filmmakers of our time. ■
“Two Thousand Years” runs through March 8 at the Acorn Theatre, 410 W. 42nd St. Performances are Monday evenings at 8 p.m.,
Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m, and Wednesday through Saturday evenings at 8 p.m. Matinee performances are only on Saturdays at 2
p.m. For tickets, $56.25, call TicketMaster at (212) 279-4200.
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“A GLOBAL CHARMER!
THE FILMMAKER
MANEUVERS A PATH OF
SURPRISING FRESHNESS.”

Opera chronicling the Danish rescue of Jews, getting its world premiere next
week, hits close to home for a non-Jewish jazz trumpeter.
ers, the German military commanders ordered the roundup of all Danish
Jews for deportation to the East. The
hat makes a jazz trumpeter
response of the Danish people was a
decide to write an opera?
virtually national effort to smuggle the
And one with a Holocaust "The individual characters come out
country’s Jewish population to neutral Sweden by sea. In the end, only
theme, to boot?
and sing humbly of their own acts
500 Danish Jews out of about 8,000
Bradley Detrick, whose opera “The of righteousness, two people, then
were transported to Theresienstadt,
Yellow Star: Celebrating Extraordinary three, then a chorus and finally a big
and they became the recipients of food
Acts by Ordinary People” will have its wall of sound," says composer Bradand provisions sent by other Danes; it
world premiere on Wednesday, Feb. ley Detrick.
is generally believed that public atten13, has been moving away from the
music that earned him a solid living, writing more and more tion focused on those 500 prisoners prevented the Nazis from
for the classical orchestra. A veteran of the contemporary ver- sending them on to Auschwitz.
sion of the Glenn Miller Orchestra as well as an arranger, he’s
Detrick had planned on working on the libretto for “The
also been writing more for the human voice, a decision, he Yellow Star” in collaboration with a friend who is a screenadmits was influenced more than a little by his wife Charlotte writer, but when she dropped out due to pregnancy, he
found himself working alone. After writing about a dozen
Detrick, who plays one of the leads in “The Yellow Star.”
“I am married to a wonderful soprano,” he says, “So even short synopses, each attempting to tell the story from a
though I came up as a jazz musician, she has converted me different perspective, he heard opera director Peter Sellars
speak at a conference in which he put forth the idea of the
into an aficionado of opera.”
His choice of subject matter is almost as unexpected as community as hero and driving force for a narrative, and
his choice of form. “The Yellow Star” is an operatic retell- Detrick knew exactly what to do. He took his short synopses
ing of the story of the heroic rescue of Denmark’s Jews by and integrated all of the storylines into a single work.
its non-Jewish population during the Nazi occupation of
“The idea of the opera is to show how a bunch of different ordinary people in their small acts of courage, and
the small country.
That choice, too, was influenced by Detrick’s marriage. many independent parts working together made it happen,”
“My wife is a full-blooded Dane, one of the first genera- he says. “I focus on that whole theme in the finale. The
tion of her family to be born here in the United States,” he individual characters come out and sing humbly of their
explains. “Her dad is a Danish sea captain.”
own acts of righteousness, two people, then three, then a
However, it was a children’s book that sparked his inter- chorus and finally a big wall of sound. It’s a reflection of
est in the rescue, a recounting of the legend of King Chris- the reality of the event. Once it got going, and people were
tian X, who according to urban folklore, wore a yellow star participating at the grassroots level, it had a tremendous
in defiance of the Nazi invaders. In reality, Denmark was outcome.”
one of the few occupied countries in which the Nazis did
For Detrick, in the end, the storyline — whether it unfolds
not require Jews to wear the cloth insignia.
in an opera or a jazz solo — is crucial. “As I’ve grown up I
Given his wife’s heritage and the inherent drama of the have become more interested in what story are we going to
story of the rescue of Danish Jews by their fellow country- tell,” he says. “I tried to do that with jazz, too. But now I feel
men, Detrick, although not Jewish himself, felt that this was like I had been working with eight crayons and suddenly
a story worth retelling.
somebody gave me the 64-crayon box. I’ve done some song
“I was looking for a subject for an opera when I came cycles, art songs, and an oratorio. I’m still learning how to
across the book,” he recalls. I started to do a bit of research, write for singers. It’s an ongoing learning process.” ■
and found out what actually happened, and the real story is
incredible. There had been other books and TV shows, but “The Yellow Star: Celebrating Extraordinary Acts by Ordinary
I thought there must be other people besides me who don’t People” will have its world premiere on Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 6:30
p.m., in Edmund J. Safra Hall at the Museum of Jewish Heritage
know this story yet. Why not do it in an operatic way?”
Briefly, in 1943, when the Danish government resigned (36 Battery Place). For information, call (646) 437-4202 or go to
rather than submit to new demands by their German occupi- www.mjhnyc.org.
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A FILM BY ERAN KOLIRIN
WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

STARTS
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH!
LINCOLN PLAZA CINEMAS
CITY CINEMAS

BROADWAY BET. 62ND & 63RD ST. FOR INFO
& ADVANCE TICKETS, CALL 212-757-2280
OR VISIT WWW.LINCOLNPLAZACINEMA.COM

ANGELIKA FILM CENTER
CORNER OF HOUSTON &
MERCER ST. 777-FILM #531

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.THEBANDSVISITMOVIE.COM
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ADULT EDUCATION

The Rohr Jewish Learning Institute (JLI)
The largest institute of adult Jewish learning, brings authentic,
relevant learning in an intellectually rigorous, yet accessible
format to over 250 cities worldwide. To ﬁnd out about courses
offered in your area, call (888)YOUR-JLI, or
visit www.myJLI.COM
JNet.org - Jewish Learning on the Phone
JNet offers interactive one on one phone study from the
comfort of your home or ofﬁce. Learn Kabbalah, Talmud,
Jewish Law or any Jewish topic of your choice. No previous
knowledge necessary. Sign up online at www.JNet.org or call
718-467-4400. Founded with a generous grant from the Rohr
Family Foundation.
CHABADS
Chabad Lubavitch Centers of Long Island
Visit our portal to all Chabad Centers and the 35 Rabbis who staff
them. You will ﬁnd Hebrew Schools, classes, services, holiday events,
regional programs, and a world of Jewish knowledge. For more
information, call 866-Chabadli or visit www.ChabadLI.org
INSURANCE
Health Insurance To Go
Comprehensive and Affordable International Travel Medical
Insurance covers you out of the country. Multi-lingual. Call
Center open 24/7. Riders available for Hazardous Sports or
Terrorism Coverage. Online info application. It’s as easy as
CLICK & COVER. 718-631-5888 www.GlobalMed.biz
OFFICE & COMPUTER SUPPLIES
Obena Ofﬁce Supply CO
We have supplied the greater metropolitan area with ofﬁce, computer and janitorial supplies for over 25 years. We provide a full
range of printing and ad specialty services - competitive prices and
fantastic service, we give you individual attention. WE TAKE
CARE OF OUR CUSTOMERS. Call for your FREE 1000 page
catalog. 718-706-0800 Or visit us @ www.obena.com
TRAVEL
Israel Travel Discounters
Special airfares, hotel rates, car rentals and tours. Groups and
Bar/Bat Mitzvah specialists. Call 800-752-6050

www.israelnow.com
PHILANTHROPY NEWS
Jewish Philanthropy Blog
Looking for ways to maximize the good from your philanthropic
dollars? This weekly blog will educate you on how to access information to determine if your charity is effective in providing that
good. This week’s blog: American Jewish World Service.
Visit us at www.JewishPhilanthropyNews.blogspot.com
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